DOL | Vs Oospasina sy v st NVOSH

VOSH PROGRAM DI RECTI VE: 02- 208A | SSUED: Septenber 1, 1994

SUBJECT: Acceptance of U S. Departnment of Transportation (DOT) Exenption
DOT- E 8845 of the Select Fire Ol-Wll Perforating System
Detonator Interruption Device (DI D)

A Pur pose.
This directive permts the transportation of specially designed and

equi pped select fire oil-well perforating guns with detonators affixed
under certain conditions.

This Program Directive is an internal guideline, not a statutory or
regulatory rule, and is intended to provide instructions to VOSH
personnel regarding internal operation of the Virginia Occupational
Safety and Health Programand is solely for the benefit of the
program This docunent is not subject to the Virginia Register Act or

the Adm nistrative Process Act; it does not have general application
and is not being enforced as having the force of |aw.

B. Scope.

This directive applies to all VOSH personnel .

C. Ref er ences.
OSHA Instruction STD 1-5. 18A (July 12, 1994); and
VOSH St andards for CGeneral Industry, 81910.109(b) (1)

D. Cancel | ati on.

VOSH Program Directive 02-208 (June 15, 1987)

E. Acti on.
Directors and Supervisors shall take action to permt the
transportation of specially designed and equi pped select fire oil-well
perforating guns, with detonators affixed, when covered by DOT
Exenpti on DOT-E 8845, and guidelines as set forth in this Directive.

F. Effective Date.

Sept enber 1, 1994.



Expirati on Date.

Not Appli cabl e.

Backgr ound.

The U. S. Departnent of Transportation (DOT) granted Exenption DOT-E
8845 to a few conpanies to transport fromthe gun assenbly site
(wireline shop) to the jobsite, specially designed and equi pped sel ect
fire oil-well perforating guns with detonators affixed. DOT believes
that the hazard in transporting the particular assenbl ed gun over the
hi ghway has been el i m nat ed.

Federal OSHA concurred with DOT on the highway transportation fromthe
assenbly shop to the jobsite and allows further transportation on the
jobsite directly to the oil well site, under certain conditions, as
cited in section |, bel ow.

This Directive is based upon the need to resolve the potenti al

i nconsi stency in applying 81910.109(b)(1) and a DOT exenption which
permts, under certain specified conditions, the transportation of
charged oil-well guns with detonators attached.

Pr ocedur es.

Under 81910.109(d)(1)(iv), detonators and explosives are required to
be transported separately over the highways. Wile this standard only
covers public highways regul ated by DOT, federal OSHA believes that
the transport of these devices in many off-hi ghway situations nmay
violate 81910.109(b)(1). However, federal OSHA has determ ned that it
is ade mnims violation of 81910.109(b)(1) to transport directly to
the oil well site charged oil-well guns wth detonators attached, if
the gun is covered by DOT Exenption DOT-E 8845 and the Detonation
Interruption Device (DID) is in place between each detonator and the
primacord |l eading to the individual jet perforator

It is thus permssible to use the DOT Exenption DOT-E 8845 in the
transportation of charged oil-well guns wth detonators attached.

The provisions of the DOI exenption include:

1) The charged oil-well guns, classified by DOT as Division 1.1 or
Division 1.4 based on UN classification and effective since
Cctober 1, 1993 (prior to January 1, 1991, classified as Class A
and Cl ass C explosive, respectively), are identified as "Sel ect
Fire Holl ow Steel Carriers" and "Select Fire Retrievabl e Tubing
@uns" and are the only ones so exenpted.

2) Transportation nust be by notor vehicle or cargo vessel operated
by private carriers engaged in oil well operations.

3) Transportation is authorized only fromthe gun assenbly site
(wreline shop) to the jobsite.



4)

5)

6)

Theron J.

Vehi cl e operator nust be instructed as to the necessary
saf eguards and proper procedure in the event of an unusual del ay,
fire or accident.

A copy of the Exenption DOT-E 8845 nust be carried aboard each
not or vehi cl e and vessel used to transport packages covered by
this exenption, attesting that the wireline operator has been
granted the Exenption DOT-E 8845 certificate.

Aut hori zation (DOT-E 8845 (PTE)) forns a part of Exenption DOT-E
8845 and nmust be attached to it. |In cases where an extension has
been granted, DOT-E 8845 (Extension), it nust also be attached to
Exenption (DOT-E 8845), in order for the Exenption to be
acceptable to OSHA. These attachnments include expiration dates
of the exenption for the party(ies) listed as Exenpti on Hol ders.

Bel |

Conmm ssi oner

Att achment : None.
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